n 



17.2/ 




PATENT / 
Attorney Docket No. 41394/00009USPT 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
Title: 



John R. Hampton et al. 
09/887,392 
June 22, 2001 

FILTER ELEMENT ISOLATION BARRIER 



Art Unit: 
Examiner: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



O 



o 




This Information Disclosure Statement, including completed Form PTO-1449, comprises a 
list of potentially relevant art of which applicants are aware. A copy of each publication listed on 
Form PTO- 1 449 is enclosed herewith. The submission of this Information Disclosure Statement and 
Form PTO-1449 is not an admission that the art cited is "prior" with respect to the present invention, 
nor is it a representation that no better art exists. Applicants hereby reserve the right to swear behind 
or otherwise disprove any alleged "prior" nature of any art cited should the facts support and the 
situation warrant such an action. 

Applicant is filing this Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97/(b)(3), i.e., 
before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits. 



Date of Deposit 



I hereby certify under 37 CFR 1 .8(a) that this correspondence is 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail with sufficient postage on the date indicated above and is 
addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, 
D.C. 20231. 



Houston 235358 v 1, 41394.00009USPT 



No fee is believed to be due. The Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any deficiency to our deposit account 10-0447, reference 41394-00009USPT(MAB). 



Jenkens & Gilchrist, 
A Professional Corporation 
1100 Louisiana, Suite 1800 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Telephone: (713)951-3300 
Facsimile: (713)951-3314 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 28,708 



Houston 235358 v 1, 41394.00009USPT 



-2- 



jus sign (+) inside the box 





^9 PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 

Approved fro use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ttePaperwori^J^^ 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/887,392 



June 22, 2001 



John R. Hampton 



Sheet 



of 



1 



Atty. Docket Number 



41394-00009USPT 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL* 


Cite 
No- 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number Kind Code 1 

(if known) 




AA 


100,418 




Laughlin 


03/01/1870 






AB 


1,401,976 




Giovannoni 


01/03/1922 






AC 


1,468,906 




Inman 


09/25/1923 






AD 


1,506,967 




Bosworth 


09/02/1924 






AE 


4,298,465 




Druffel 


11/03/1981 






AF 


4,420,392 




Harris 


12/13/1983 






AG 


4,456,529 




Shinaver 


06/26/1984 






AH 


4,515,690 




Yasuhara 


05/07/1985 






AI 


4,522,712 




Fischer et al. 


06/11/1985 






AJ 


4,780,203 




Barcy 


10/25/1988 






AK 


4,824,567 




Turman 


04/25/1989 






AL 


4,933,093 




Keller 


06/12/1990 






AM 


4,986,907 




Montemayor Uzeta 


01/22/1991 






AN 


5,507,942 




Davis 


04/16/1996 






AO 


5,824,232 




Asher et al. 


10/20/1998 






AP 


5,916,442 




Goodrich 


06/29/1999 












FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL* 


Cite 
No 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines 

Where Relevant 
Pnsfiigmtfr ^furwnt 


T* 


Office 3 Number 4 Kind Code* 

(if known) 




AQ 


1 1 






°2 





OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOC 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No' 



AR 



UMffWs^ >«N 

riate^titl^fthe . _ir1 



Include name of author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriateVuuyji wc 
Item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.) Date, page(s), volume-issue number(s ),^^ 

publisher, city and/or country where published. tO 




Datt 



© 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO) Standard St.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 3 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 



